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Thank you for your letter of 14 November 2016 regarding petition PE1612. This 

petition relates to the “same roof rule” within the Criminal Injuries Compensation 

Scheme (CICS), which prevents awards being made in cases relating to a criminal 

injury sustained before 1 October 1979 if, at the time of the incident giving rise to the 

injury, the applicant and assailant were living together as members of the same 

family. 

Petition PE1612 calls for a change to the CICS to be sought, removing this 

prohibition in relation to victims of childhood sexual abuse, or for a separate 

compensation scheme for such individuals to be created. 

Supporting survivors of childhood sexual abuse – along with all victims of crime – is 

a priority for the Scottish Government. Our Survivor Support policy aims to tackle the 

significant inequalities that survivors often experience as a result of their abuse, as 

set out in the SurvivorScotland Strategic Outcomes and Priorities 2015 - 20171. 

Since 2009, £9 million has been distributed to third and voluntary sector 

organisations through the Survivor Innovation and Development Fund. In 2015/16 

alone, the Fund provided £1.8m to support services for all survivors. The purpose of 

this Fund is to expand the capacity of current provision to respond to negative 

impacts on the life chances of survivors of child abuse. 

The Scottish Government has consistently engaged with survivors and support 

organisations across the country to inform its policies, including the development of 

the Innovation and Development Fund and we will continue to engage to ensure that 

survivors shape and inform the services and support they want. 

The Committee may also be interested to note that the Limitation (Childhood Abuse) 

(Scotland) Bill was introduced to Parliament on 16 November 2016. The Bill removes 

the three year limitation period for personal injury actions resulting from childhood 

abuse that took place after September 1964 (before which the law of prescription 

applies; this cannot be changed while retaining compatibility with the European 

Convention on Human Rights). The Bill fulfils a recommendation from the Scottish 

Human Rights Commission, set out in its Action Plan on Justice for Victims of 

Historic Abuse of Children in Care2, by removing a barrier for childhood abuse 

survivors to accessing civil justice. 

More generally, this government is committed to improving the experience of victims 

and witnesses of all crimes across Scotland. The Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) 

Act 2014 includes measures which require criminal justice organisations to publish 
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standards of service in relation to victims and witnesses; widens access to 

supportive measures for vulnerable witnesses giving evidence, including automatic 

eligibility for alleged victims of sexual offences; and gives victims new rights to 

certain information about their case. We have also published the Victims’ Code for 

Scotland which sets out, clearly and in one place, the rights and support available to 

all victims of crime. 

While continuing to improve the support available to survivors of childhood sexual 

abuse, the Scottish Government has no plans at this time to consider seeking a 

change to the CICS or to establish a separate compensation scheme for those 

unable to claim as a result of the “same roof rule”. 

In relation to the Committee’s additional query regarding the rationale for the date on 

which this rule was amended, we understand that the change followed a review by 

an interdepartmental working party which reported in 1978, with a revised scheme 

coming into force the following year. However, we have no substantive information to 

add to that discussed at the evidence session on 10 November, and would note that 

the change to the CICS in 1979 is a matter for the UK Government. 

 


